
I. OVERVIEW
America the Beautiful (ATB) is the definitive reference source on the U.S. states and territories, 
containing a wealth of geographical, historical, and cultural information. Modeled after the popular
America the Beautiful print set, the online database includes:

• Web Links—over 2,330 prescreened, age-appropriate links for further research.

• Print/E-mail—students can print the articles or e-mail them to another computer.

• Maps—over 400 interactive printable maps: exploration, cities and routes, parks and forests, 
population density, historical, economic, natural resources, and topographic.

• Photos and Illustrations—over 2,700 state landmarks, everyday people, etc., have captions and 
can be enlarged and printed.

• Panoramas—rotate with a click of a mouse.

• Fast Facts—charts and illustrations of such information as state birds, flowers, and geographic centers.

• ATB Bulletin—monthly news module featuring updated stories, photos, events, and birthdays for
each of eight regions of the country.

The reading and comprehension level of America the Beautiful is targeted at grades 4 and above. 

II. QUICK START
1. Log on to GO, and click America the Beautiful.

2. To conduct a search for articles:

• Type the word(s) you want to search for into the box on the upper right of your screen, 
and click Search ATB.

America the Beautiful 
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• A Search Results screen appears with the title and opening sentence of each article that 
includes your search word(s). 
OPTIONAL: To refine your search, click Advanced Search. A new window opens where you 
can choose to search full text or article titles only. You may also conduct more advanced search 
techniques: click Search Tips for more information. To start over, click Reset.

III. GETTING AROUND 
There are a variety of ways to use the many features of ATB:

A. HOME PAGE: UNITED STATES MAP
Click on the name of any state on the map to go directly to the state article. 

B. STATE ARTICLES
Each state article has a Table of Contents:

★ Introduction—a brief overview of the 
state, plus a map.

★ Fast Facts—facts such as date of 
statehood; origin of state name, flower, 
bird, and song; and population statistics.

★ History—an overview of the state’s 
history, challenges, and achievements.

★ Geography—includes the state’s lands 
and resources, major geographical 
features, climate, flora, and fauna. 

★ Economy—information on the state’s agriculture, mineral resources, 
manufacturing, tourism, and service industries.

★ Culture—information on the heritage and traditions of the state, plus Arts and Recreation. 
Topics include museums, famous places, professional and amateur sports, performing arts, 
natural resources, important people, and tourist attractions.

★ Government—the structure of state and local government, plus state symbols.

★ Cities—accounts of each major city’s history, economy, and cultural and historic attractions.

★ Spotlights—important geographical, historical, and cultural landmarks.

★ Profiles—short biographies and photos of important Americans (i.e., industrialists, artists, 
musicians, athletes, writers, politicians, and scientists/inventors) born in the state or associated with it.

★ Timeline—key events, presented in chronological sequence. A timeline of U.S. history 
appears beside the state timeline.

★ Word Find—word-search game with words relating to the state.

★ What Do You Know?—a multiple-choice quiz to assess students’ knowledge of state history.

To return to the U.S. map, click on the map at the top left on the screen, or on Home.

C. U.S. TOPICS
Click the red U.S. Topics tab at the top of any screen. 

There are six categories from which to choose:

• Cities—an alphabetical list of major U.S. cities and state capitals including information on each 
city’s history and attractions 

• Explorers—an alphabetical list of adventurers who played key roles in the European discovery
of what is now the United States, as well as other American explorers of note.

• Famous Places—an alphabetical list of historic sites, houses, museums, battlefields, ships, 
restored colonial towns, and national monuments
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• Native Americans—an alphabetical list of major Native American tribes. Each article contains
information on tribal history, lifestyle, and culture. 

• Natural Wonders—an alphabetical list of national parks and preserves, major rivers and lakes, 
mountains, and other natural features 

• Presidents—an alphabetical list of all presidents. Each biography includes a portrait, an essay 
about each president’s life, and the major events of his administration.

D. TIMELINES
Select by time periods and by topic, and also compare the history of two states, side by side!

Click the red Timelines tab to view timelines of U.S. history: 
• U.S. History

Select from four time periods:
★ Before 1750 ★ 1850–1949
★ 1750–1849 ★ 1950–present

• History by topic
Select a specialty timeline and it will automatically be compared with U.S. history during 
the same period:
★ Science and Technology ★ Written Word
★ Arts and Entertainment ★ World History 

Compare two states:
Select two states from the drop-down menus at the bottom of the screen. Then click Compare. Both
timelines will appear on the screen side by side so students can see how the states’ histories compare.

E. BULLETIN
Click the red Bulletin bar to access the ATB Bulletin home screen, and select one of the eight
regional Bulletins. Then select one of the following:

• Events—a list of events in a given state for the particular month. 

• ATB Bulletin Regional Story—illustrated news story, changed monthly.

• Birthdays—a listing of noted Americans born during the month. Clicking on any name brings
you to the ATB Profile on that American. 

F. PROFILES
Click the red Profiles tab to view an alphabetical list of more than 750 people profiled in all 
of the state articles, including all U.S. Presidents. 

Click a name to open a biography (with photograph) describing the person’s life and work.

G. GAMES
Click the red Games tab, and select one of five games:

• Discover America—answer questions to reveal a photo of a well-known American scene.

• Liberty Lights—play a unique version of “hangman” featuring National Parks.

• What Is This?—identify a mystery photograph. 

• Who Came First?—create a timeline by correctly answering questions about U.S. presidents. 

• The Capital Game—test students’ knowledge of state capitals.
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H. ALMANAC
Click the red Almanac tab to view a selection of tables and lists: 

• Economy: State Highlights • Education

• Geography: State Highlights • Geography: U.S. Highlights

• Government: State Highlights • History: State Highlights

• Government: U.S. Highlights • History: U.S. Highlights

• Parks • Population: State Highlights

• Population: U.S. Highlights • Symbols of the States

• Symbols of the United States • U.S. Dependent Areas

I. TEACHER RESOURCES
Select Teacher Resources to learn more about the Teacher’s Guide. A link to Teacher Resources can
be found at the bottom of any ATB screen and at the end of the Contents list in every state article.

1. Introduction to ATB online:

• Program Features

• State Modules

• Additional Resources

2. Using ATB in your classroom:

• Classroom-management recommendations.

• Overview of learning modalities.

• English-Language Learners (ELL) concepts.

• List of the curricular requirements and academic skills students meet by working with 
the database. 

• Projects and activities for all states, and for each state: printable, subject-specific activities 
and organizers, curriculum connections, lists of materials needed, and printable, blank maps.

Each section of Teacher Resources can be printed by selecting the Print option (under File) 
from your Web browser menu bar.

J. FURTHER READING
Click the Further Reading link at the bottom of each screen. Clicking on this link from a state 
module brings you to the specific annotated entries for that state. From there, scroll up and down
throughout the section. Clicking on Further Reading from any other screen brings you to the top
of the list, where general works for the United States are complied. Scrolling down the list displays
the entries for each state in alphabetical order.

K. ABOUT
Select About to read copyrights, trademarks, conditions of use, credits, and acknowledgements.

L. HELP
Select Help for an explanation of the features and functions of ATB.
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