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I. OVERVIEW
Encyclopedia Americana (EA) is one of the world’s most respected reference resources, 
with over 45,000 articles. It also includes:

• Americana Journal—a searchable database of events organized by nation and/or 
international organization and by date; it includes weekly feature stories, links to online 
news, and a teachers’ guide

- News Source—a searchable database of indigenous and major U.S. news outlets available 
on the World Wide Web

• Profiles—selected biographies of the famous, the infamous, and the highly influential; new 
feature bio each week 

• Editors’ Picks—weekly feature offering engaging views on various topics or ideas, with 
embedded hyperlinks to related Americana articles, along with recommended Web sites from 
the Grolier Internet Index of prescreened Web sites

• ADA-Compliant Version—specially designed to give everyone full access and to enable the 
use of assistive-technology software

The reading and comprehension level of EA and its additional resources is targeted at grades 
8 and above, but younger students also can find plenty of resources here, including colorful, 
printable maps and flags.

II. QUICK START
Log on to GO, and select Encyclopedia Americana.

A. TO CONDUCT A SEARCH FOR ARTICLES IN EA:

Type the word(s) you want to search for into the blank text field and select one of the 
three radio buttons to refine your search:

• Article Titles—searches for article titles containing your search word(s)

• Full Text—searches the full text of articles 

• Journal Full Text—searches the full text of Americana Journal articles
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B. SEARCH

Click the Search button (from the EA home page) or the Search Americana button (from any 
other EA page). A Search Results screen opens with the article title and opening sentence of each 
article found. Click an article title to open the article. 

For advanced searching techniques using the Query Builder, click Advanced Search. Narrow 
your search by subject, form, or place. For additional search tips, click Help from any EA screen. 

III.GETTING AROUND
The four main sections of EA are Browse, Journal, Editors’ Picks, and Profiles.
From the EA home page, click the graphic to go to each section. 

On other EA pages, each section appears as a tab at the top of screen. Click the tab to go to that 
section. In the text-only version, click the section name or each subcategory on the text-only screen.

A. BROWSE

There are two ways to open and use the subject category Browse feature:

✓ Option 1

1. Click the Browse graphic on the EA home page to open a Browse Americana page. 

2. View a list of subject categories—Arts, Society, Geography, History, Philosophy, Religion,
Sports, Science, and Technology—on the screen’s left frame. 

3. Select a category on the left frame to open a hierarchical list of subcategories for that topic. 

4. Click the subcategory to open a new window with associated EA articles.

✓ Option 2

1. Drag your cursor over the Browse button on the EA home page and select one category
from the drop-down menu: Arts, Society, Geography, History, Philosophy, Religion, 
Sports, Science, and Technology. The same menu appears at the left of the screen on 
any other EA page.

2. Select a category to open a hierarchical list of subcategories for that topic. 

3. Click the subcategory to open a new window with associated EA articles.
Note: In the text-only version, subject categories are listed at the bottom of each page.

B. JOURNAL
Click the Journal graphic on the EA home page or click the Journal tab on any other screen 
to open this searchable database of events organized by nation and/or international organization 
and by date. The Journal contains the following main assets: Feature Stories, Feature Archive, 
The News Source, and Search Journal.

1. Feature Stories

Each week three stories are profiled from major periodicals that take an in-depth look at 
a specific event or issue in the news. The stories are united by a theme, which is outlined 
in the associated Teachers’ Guide. 

Each Feature includes the Teachers’ Guide, one or more related EA articles, Journal
entries, and News Source. Links to each are located on the right side of the screen.

Teachers’ Guide
Provides teachers with classroom discussion suggestions based on the ideas presented 
in the Feature Stories.
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EA Articles
Opens a new window with corresponding Encyclopedia Americana article(s).

News Source
Opens a new window with links to corresponding New Source(s). 

Journal Entries
Opens a chronological listing of all the Journal entries on the country or organization high-
lighted in the Feature Stories. All Journal entries have some or all of the following features: 

Article—opens a corresponding EA article. 

Flags—displays the flag of the nation searched (if applicable) in a pop-up window. 
(The text-only Journal displays flags in the main browser window.)

Maps—displays the map of the nation searched (if applicable) in a pop-up window.
(The text-only Journal displays maps in the main browser window.)

Web—displays related links from the Grolier Internet Index. 

News Source—provides links to real-time indigenous and major U.S. news 
outlets on the World Wide Web.

2. Feature Archive

Click the left frame Feature Archive to open past Feature Stories.

3. The News Source

Click The News Source on the left frame to open a searchable database of indigenous and 
major U.S. news outlets available on the World Wide Web. Then click to select an article 
from the drop-down menu on the new page that opens. 

Important notes:
The News Source link on the right side of a Journal article opens news related ONLY to that article. The News Source 
link on the left frame opens the entire News Source database.

4. Search Journal

The Journal can be searched by:

• country or international organization

• specific date

• date range

• full-text search

• both country and date or date range

• country and date or date range and full-text search

From the Journal home page, click Search Journal to begin your search. From any other 
EA page, click the Journal tab to open the Journal, then click Search Journal. (For further 
Search tips, select Help from any Journal screen.) 

C. EDITORS’ PICKS
Click the Editors’ Picks graphic on the EA home page or click the Editors’ Picks tab on any 
EA screen to open a weekly feature that offers readers an engaging view of various topics or 
ideas. Each Editors’ Picks includes a short essay that synthesizes various concepts and topics 
with embedded hyperlinks and recommended Web sites related to EA articles. 

Four Editors’ Picks are featured each week, and all past Editors’ Picks are archived. Open 
the archives by clicking the subject categories listed at the top of the page: Arts, Literature,
Religion/Philosophy, Social Sciences, History/Politics, Sports, Sciences, Others. A list 
of archived titles opens, arranged by subject category. Click a title to open it. 
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D. PROFILES
Click the Profiles graphic on the EA home page or click the Profiles tab on any other EA screen
to open a selection of some of the most frequently consulted biographies in the Encyclopedia. 

The main Profiles page, which is updated weekly, contains a list of four featured biographies. To
access additional Profiles by subject, select a category from the list along the top of the page: Arts,
Literature, Religion/Philosophy, Social Sciences, History/Politics, Sports, Sciences, Others.

IV.ADDITIONAL FEATURES
A. ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA ARTICLES

All EA articles contain a variety of features related to the article that appear on the right side 
of the article. Most features open inside a new window. Click Close in the new window to 
close it and return to the article. 

Article Features:

• Table of Contents
Long articles provide a Table of Contents feature so that separate sections are easy to find.

• Maps/Media
Click to open related map(s) or multimedia videos.

• Tables
Click to open tables, fact boxes, glossaries, and appended materials (e.g., Information Highlights)
related to the article.

• Flags
Click to open an image of a flag and its description. 

• Journal Entries
Click to go to related Journal articles. 

• Bibliography
Click to open a bibliography for the article. 

• Further Reading
Click to open additional bibliographic resources from the OCLC (Online Computer 
Library Center), a non-profit library research service. Click a title to go to a page that 
provides more details about the work and permits you to locate it in local libraries.

• Periodicals
Click to open a list of abstracts of articles from newspapers, magazines, academic journals, 
travel guides, and other publications related to the topic of the Encyclopedia entry. Click 
a title to read the article.

• Web Links
Click to open the Grolier Internet Index of prescreened Web links related to the topic. 

• Related Articles
Click to open an alphabetical list of related Encyclopedia Americana articles.

• Next/Previous 
Use these buttons to navigate through longer articles that have been subdivided into 
pages of more manageable size. 

B. HELP

Click Help to open detailed instructions on the features and functionality of EA.

C. ABOUT
Click About to read copyrights, trademarks, conditions of use, credits, and acknowledgments.

D. TEXT-ONLY VERSION
Click Toggle to Text-Only to switch to the EA text-only site.
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