
I. OVERVIEW
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia (GME) is based on the acclaimed Academic American Encyclopedia.
In addition to its award-winning encyclopedia, the GME includes:

• Brain Jam—an online monthly magazine (e-zine) that highlights encyclopedia articles on timely
topics and provides multiple-choice quizzes and extensive teacher resources.

• News—a weekly selection of news stories from national and international sources

• Today is…a feature that notes birthdays and events for every day of the year.

• Interactive Atlas

• Interactive Timelines (4000 BC to the present)

• Web Links—thousands of links to related, prescreened Web sites 

• Research Starters

• Event Planner

• Quizzes and Games

The reading and comprehension level of the Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia is targeted 
at grades 5 and above.

II. QUICK START
Log on to GO, and select Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia.

To conduct a search for articles in GME:
• Type the word(s) you want to search for into the blank text field and click GO: the default is 

full-text search. A new screen opens with the title and opening sentence of each article found. 
If a Media tab appears at the top of the screen, click on that for a list of relevant illustrations.
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• Optional: To refine your search, click the Advanced button. A new window opens where 
you can choose to search Full Text or Titles only and conduct Boolean searches. Click the 
Search Tips button for even more ideas for how to refine a search. 

• To clear your search criteria, click Reset.

III.GETTING AROUND 
There are a variety of ways to use the many features of the GME. Click the buttons on the left side
of any GME screen to go to a different feature. (In the text-only version, click the section name or
each subcategory on the text-only screen.)

A. BROWSE ARTICLES
Place your cursor on the Browse Articles button on the left side of the screen and a roll-over
menu of subjects will appear. This is one of the simplest ways for students to dive right into GME.

Categories
• Geography • Language and Literature • Life Sciences
• History: World • Religion, Philosophy, Mythology • Physical Science and Math
• History: United States • Performing Arts • Technology
• Society and Government • Visual Arts • Sports, Games, Recreation
• Social Sciences

B. BRAIN JAM
This online monthly magazine will help you to integrate the GME into daily lessons and homework
assignments. Brain Jam offers a new main feature each month, full of relevant articles, related topics,
teacher resources, bibliographies, and prescreened Web links. A multiple choice quiz is also 
available to assess students’ comprehension and retention after they read the articles.

Brain Jam Archive—Past Brain Jam features are organized by topic.

Each Brain Jam contains four sections:

Related Articles and Topics
A compilation of related encyclopedia 
entries including bibliographies

Web Links
Links to related, prescreened Web site(s)

Quizzes
Multiple-choice quizzes to assess 
students’ learning 

Teachers’ Resources
• Discussion questions to help students 

express their own opinions

• Essay topics to help students pull together their thoughts

• Activities that introduce a hands-on, real-world approach to the Feature of the Month 

C. NEWS
Every week GME editors select five important news stories and present them in the form of actual
newspaper and wire-service articles culled from the national and international media. Each article
is linked to relevant encyclopedia articles and Web sites for context and additional information. 

A News Quiz is available most weeks to entertain the news buff and test students’ retention 
of information.
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Click the Links to Daily News Sources button, within each news story, to go to carefully selected U.S.
news sources, major English-language news organizations from around the world, and a site where 
students can search for the newspapers of any region of the globe, including specific U.S. states.

D. TODAY IS…
Events, birthdays, and anniversaries are noted for every day of the year. On the first page of this
feature, a short, lively essay highlights one topic and is accompanied by a relevant picture, 
map, or quotation. This is followed by descriptions of particularly notable events and separately,
birthdays. On the second page, other events and birthdays are listed together in reverse 
chronological order. All of this material is linked to the relevant encyclopedia articles. A link 
in the margin of both pages goes to the Library of Congress American Memory site. 

E. RESEARCH STARTERS

After clicking Research Starters, 
click Getting Started to open the following 
research tips: 
• how to choose a research subject
• how to plan your research
• how to conduct library research
• how to use Internet resources
• how to use primary sources
• how to write a term paper
• how to cite references

Or, jump right into research by clicking any of the subjects: 
History Literature and Arts Science Social Studies
• American History • Literature • Biological Sciences • Civics
• World History • Music • Earth and Space Sciences • Social Issues

• Theater Arts • Physical Sciences • Sports and Society
• Visual Arts • World Religions

Once you select a subject (e.g., American History) and click on a specific topic (e.g., Santa Fe
Trail), a new page opens containing a summary of the topic, a glossary of terms, recommended 
research topics, a creative-project suggestion, and links to related articles.

F. TIMELINES
Select Timelines to access 24 interactive timelines that cover world history from 4000 BC to the
present. Each segment of the timeline represents a particular era, and each has an overview essay
detailing the major events of the era. 

Each timeline has a time scale that runs along the top of the timeline and illustrates the important
events of the era. Click the embedded links and Related Articles to jump to relevant GME articles
relating to the event. 

Timelines are printable using your browser’s print function.

G. EVENT PLANNER
The Event Planner is a selective guide to anniversary celebrations and other notable observances,
available in three-month intervals. There are links to related encyclopedia articles and Web sites
and a suggested activity to help you start using the Event Planner in the classroom. 
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H. QUIZZES AND GAMES
Students can play a variety of engaging and interactive games and take multiple choice quizzes. 

Roll your cursor over Quizzes and Games to view a pop-up menu. Then select one of the following
games. (Or, just click Quizzes and Games to open a separate page with all of the games listed.)
• Car Trouble? (word game)
• Closer Look (picture game)
• Don’t Be Duped! (knowledge game)
• I Know That! (multiple choice quiz)
• Out of Place (knowledge game)
• Scatter Shot (picture game)
• Think It Out (math game)
• Word Search (word game)

I. ABOUT
Select About to read copyrights, trademarks, conditions of use, credits, and acknowledgments.

J. HELP
Select Help to get further assistance in searching, navigating, browsing, and using encyclopedia
articles, and for further readings, special features, and teacher resources.

K. TOGGLE TO TEXT-ONLY
Click Toggle to Text-Only to switch to the GME text-only site. 
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