
I. OVERVIEW
Lands and Peoples (L&P) online is built around Grolier’s six-volume, 1.5-million-word encyclopedia 
of countries, cultures, and geography. In addition to the comprehensive Encyclopedia, Lands and
Peoples also offers Web links through the Grolier Internet Index. Other features include:
• Global News Desk—weekly news stories and study questions.
• Electronic Atlas—geographic, political, and specialty maps.
• Focus: North America—articles on all U.S. states, Mexican states (in Spanish as well 

as English), and Canadian provinces.
• Culture Cross—an innovative feature that provides instant comparisons between two 

continents, countries, or states/provinces, side by side on-screen.
• Passport to Fun—educational games, puzzles, quizzes, and brain teasers based on 

geographical and cultural concepts.
• L&P Almanac—extensive appendices of flags, charts, tables, and statistics, as well as selected

readings and a geography glossary.

Lands and Peoples’ reading and comprehension level is targeted for grades 5 and above.

II. QUICK START
Log on to GO, and select Lands and Peoples. 

To conduct a search for articles:
• Type the word(s) in the blank Find it Fast text field at the top of the page. 
• Click the blue button. A Search Results screen opens with the title of the article and its location

(e.g., Encyclopedia, Sidebar) in parentheses.

Lands and Peoples 
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III. GETTING AROUND
From the Lands and Peoples home page, click any button to navigate through the site’s rich features:

A. ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES
The Encyclopedia contains more than 330 articles on continents, countries, regions, states,
provinces, and other political and geographical entities. 

1. Search and Browse 
To conduct a search and/or to browse articles:
• Search on the top toolbar.
• Type your search word or words in the blank text field. 
• Select the type of search by clicking one of the two radio buttons: Search Article Text or 

Search Article Titles. Add descriptive words to the “optional” text fields to refine your search 
if you choose. (More advanced search options are also available by clicking Search Tips.)

• Click Find It. A Search Results screen opens with a list of articles, arranged in order 
of relevance. 

• To browse through the article, click one of the 10 subdivisions, or click the map graphic. 
This will generate a list of related articles for you to view. 

2. Article Features
Each article includes the following:
• Table of Contents

A pop-up window helps you locate information quickly.
• Facts & Figures

Country-specific facts and figures, from physical features to holidays.
• Net Link

Links to relevant prescreened, age-appropriate Web sites. 
• Selected Readings

A list of related suggested reading.
• Sidebar

Engaging, related information. 
• Maps

Click the small map graphic to view an enlarged map with links relevant to Encyclopedia 
articles and to hundreds of maps organized under 10 specialty categories including:
geopolitical, thematic, historical, and explorers. 

• Flag
Click the small flag icon to view the flag and read a little about its history. You can also 
enlarge the flag and print it.

• Pictures include captions and can be easily enlarged and printed.

B. GLOBAL NEWS DESK
Each week during the school year, Global News Desk features three articles on current events.
Each article is linked to related articles in Lands and Peoples. All Global News Desk stories are
archived so that you can retrieve them at any time. 

Global News Desk articles include the following features:
• Search

Search the Global News Desk by typing a word or words into the blank text field and then 
clicking the Find it Fast button.

• This Week’s Feature Articles
Each week during the school year, three articles are featured: one is open on-screen, and the other
two can be opened by clicking one of the headlines listed under This Week’s Other Stories.
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• Last Week’s Stories
During the school year, click any of the headlines under Last Week’s Stories to find the articles
and their accompanying features. 

• The Summer’s Other Stories (summer only) 
During the summer months, one featured article is open on-screen.

• Previous Stories (summer only)
During the summer months, the prior week’s stories are archived in Previous Stories.

• Internal Links to the Encyclopedia
While reading an article, click any underlined, highlighted word or phrase to be linked 
to related articles in Lands and Peoples. 

• Archive
Click Archive to find articles from past weeks. 

• Print/E-mail 
Click Print from the File menu to print any articles.
Click E-mail Article, type in an e-mail address, and click OK to e-mail the article. 

• Lesson
Most current-events articles are accompanied by lesson plans to help you weave weekly news 
stories into your curriculum and to help you assess students’ learning. 

Each lesson plan contains a Study Guide, Leading Questions, News Desk Activity, 
and Activity Answers to help guide students’ reading and research.

C. ELECTRONIC ATLAS
The Electronic Atlas contains hundreds of colorful geographic, political, and specialty maps:

• Zoom in on the global map’s hot spots to see more detail and to select different types of maps 
and links to related Encyclopedia articles. 

• From the map, click any of the buttons (i.e., City, Climate, Culture, Economic, Environment,
Exploration, Geological, Historical, Population, Time Zone) to open specialty maps. 

• To search for a specific location, type a word or words into the blank Map Search field and 
click the blue button. 

• To select the map of a continent, country, or state or province, select from the A–Z lists.

D. FOCUS: NORTH AMERICA
Click the Focus: North America button for a direct link to the Encyclopedia section 
on North America. 

E. CULTURE CROSS
This innovative, interactive feature provides instant split-screen comparisons between two 
continents, two countries, or two states or provinces. 

To compare any two geographic locations:

1. Select Continent, Country, or State/Province and then select a geographic region from the top 
drop-down menu. 

2. Select a subject area (Land, People, Economy, History, Government, or Facts & Figures), 
and then select a geographic region from the drop-down menu.

3. Click Compare. A split screen opens with comparable information, side by side, for the two regions. 
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F. PASSPORT TO FUN
Passport to Fun gives students the opportunity to learn about places and people while playing
geography-based and culturally inspired educational puzzles and games. This section, regularly
updated throughout the school year, also includes interactive quizzes to help students assess 
their own learning. 

Picture This and Game Zone contain a variety of challenging games:
• Where in the World…: identify well-known locations.
• Step-by-Step: answer questions to reveal photos of famous places.
• Word-Search: look for geographical terms hidden within a grid of letters.

The Quiz Master features rapid-fire quiz games.

G. L&P ALMANAC
The L&P Almanac is the site’s extensive appendix, arranged alphabetically. It compiles all of the
Lands and Peoples Facts & Figures, Flags, selected readings, charts and tables, and a glossary of 
geographical terms.
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